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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
To the Editor: 
 
 
 

U.S. Bank Fraudulently Attached to Overseas Debit Card 
 
 
On Tuesday, July 24, 2007, the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC) issued an alert 
we expect we will be seeing a lot more of. A3Card, an independent debit card issuer in 
association with Caribbean Software LTD in the Commonwealth of Dominica in the Caribbean, 
was using the good name of 4-Star Cumberland Valley National Bank & Trust Company, 
East Bernstadt, KY on its web site to give the appearance that the U.S. bank was behind the 
card. 

It was not. And while the bank’s name has now been removed from the web site, it is not yet 
clear how many consumers were duped into thinking they were applying for a card at a 
reputable bank. This is just one more way con artists are trying to take advantage of those with 
meager means. To purchase a debit card, it is safe to assume the purchaser cannot acquire a 
card without paying for it (some reasons include: bad credit, no credit, undocumented 
residents, etc.). 

This particular debit card costs: $89.95 plus shipping and handling; plus a $4.95 processing 
fee (per deposit); plus anywhere from 1.75% to 3.75% of the amount deposited; plus $3.45 to 
use an ATM; plus $0.95 for a decline at either an ATM or point of sale (POS); plus $1.45 for an 
ATM inquiry; plus $2.95 for a POS transaction; not to mention the $4.95 monthly maintenance.  

Since this predatory scheme is based in the Caribbean, we hope most people would have seen 
through it. But by fraudulently attaching the name of a legitimate U.S. bank, they probably got 
away with a lot more than they should have. 

This is just one more reason to always check out any bank you are dealing with or planning to 
deal with …before it’s too late. 

For more information call 1.800.388.6686 or log on to www.bauerfinancial.com. 

## 
 

Members of the press may request a free spreadsheet of all the bank and/or credit union star ratings in 
their state, along with financial highlights, by calling Karen Dorway at 1.800.388.6686 or emailing her at 
kdorway@bauerfinancial.com.  
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Media Release 



 Like what you see? BAUERFINANCIAL is here for all you bank related questions 
and answers.  
 
Why Bauer? BAUERFINANCIAL has been reporting on and analyzing the 
performance of U.S. banks and credit unions since 1983. Nobody knows the 
industry better nor is better re spected than BAUERFINANCIAL. 
 
How can we get more information? Simply phone 1.800.388.6686, fax 
1.800.230.9569 or email customerservice@bauerfinancial.com.   
 
For more information on bank star-ratings or the highest CD rates in the 
country , visit our website at www.bauerfinancial.com. 
 
How do we know we can trust BAUER’s ratings?  

A) The FDIC refers thousands of people to BAUERFINANCIAL each year 
because we are completely independent and unbiased. 

B) No bank pays for its rating, nor can any bank elude it. 
C) We have over 20 years of experience in this business! 

 
Free star-ratings are available by calling 1.800.388.6686 or visiting 
www.bauerfinancial.com.  
 
Star Rating Key: 
  
5-Star = Superior 
4-Star = Excellent 
3½-Star = Good 
3-Star = Adequate 
2-Star = Problematic 
1-Star = Troubled 
Zero-Star = Our lowest rating 
S.U. = Start up. Too new to rate 
 
Other Useful Information: 
 
For FDIC Decisions on Applications, visit:  
http://www.fdic.gov/regulations/laws/bankdecisions/DepIns/index.html  
 
To find any FDIC-Insured Institution (or to do searches based on date 
established), visit: http://www2.fdic.gov/idasp/main.asp 
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